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What?: the economic case for gender equality

Why?: robust evidence to inform policy 
making

Conclusions 

Outline



Rationale

Gender equality is a 
prerequisite for 

sustainable human 
development

Gender equality has 
been a long standing 
policy commitment

Inequalities persist in 
several policy areas

These inequalities affect 
negatively individuals 
and society as a whole  



Approach

Identify and 
generate robust

evidence

on macroeconomic and 
social impacts

generated by 
improvements in 

gender equality

Robustness

Uniqueness



Gender equality boosts economic 

growth



Effect of improvements in gender 
equality on GDP per capita
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Rapid improvement in gender equality Slow improvement in gender equality

 Improvement in 
GDP per capita by 
1.5 to 2.2% 
 Improvement in 
GDP by €0.45 to 
€0.74 trillion

 Improvement in 
GDP per capita by 
6.1 to 9.6% 
 Improvement in 
GDP by €1.95 to 
€3.15 trillion



Effect of improvements in gender 
equality on employment



Countries that increase gender 
equality will reap bigger benefits

In 2030
Group 1: up to 4% GDP
Group 2: up to 4% GDP
Group 3: up to 3% GDP 

In 2050
Group 1: up to 12% GDP
Group 2: up to 14% GDP
Group 3: up to 7% GDP 



STEM subjects dominated by men



Effect of narrowing the gender gap in  STEM on 
GDP per capita
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Rapid improvement in gender equality Slow improvement in gender equality

 Improvement in 
GDP per capita by 
0.7 to 0.9% 
 Improvement in 
GDP by €130 to 
€180 billion

 Improvement in 
GDP per capita by 
2.2 to 3.0% 
 Improvement in 
GDP by €610 to 
€820 billion



Impact on GDP by MS in 2030

Group 1 includes: SK, HR, IT, CZ, PL, LT, EL, BG, PT, BE; 

Group 2 includes: ES, HU, MT, FR, RO, EE, DE, LV, LU;

Group 3 includes: SI, IE, AT, NL, UK, FI, CY, DK, SE.



Impact on GDP by MS in 2050

Group 1 includes: SK, HR, IT, CZ, PL, LT, EL, BG, PT, BE; 

Group 2 includes: ES, HU, MT, FR, RO, EE, DE, LV, LU;

Group 3 includes: SI, IE, AT, NL, UK, FI, CY, DK, SE.



Macroeconomic impact of improved 
gender equality in the EU

GDP per capita 
growing over 

time

Higher 
employment 
rates & jobs

Increase in 
productivity

Boost in 
competitiveness

Response to 
ageing 

population 

Spill over 
effects



Gender inequalities are dragging down women’s economic 
opportunities and affecting the entire EU economy

Gender equality is a highly relevant policy to promote economic 
growth

To reach the goal of smart, sustainable and inclusive economic 
growth, the EU must improve existing and introduce further 
gender equality measures and invest in gender mainstreaming

Conclusions



#EIGEeconomicBenefits

EVENTS

INFOGRAPHICS

SOCIAL MEDIA 

MESSAGES

Economic independence of both women and men can become a reality! 

EIGE`s upcoming report on the economic benefits of gender 

equality explains how!  EIGEeconomicBenefits

Yes! #GenderEquality boosts GDP and creates more new jobs! 

Find out more about EIGE`s research at http://eige.europa.eu

By 2050, improving #GenderEquality would lead to an increase in 

EU GDP per capita by 9.6%. Read more in EIGE`s new report 

- http://europa.eu/!Vc93xb

VIDEOS

http://eige.europa.eu/
http://europa.eu/!Vc93xb


Thank you!
More about the study….

http://eige.europa.eu/
http://twitter.com/eurogender
http://www.facebook.com/eige.europa.eu
http://www.youtube.com/eurogender
http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu/

