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Gender equality in time use: some gains but not suf cient
to offset overall stalling
The domain of time [1] is the third lowest scoring of the six domains comprising the Gender Equality
Index and is characterised by a persistent lack of progress and growing inequality (EIGE, 2017e,
2019b). Since 2010, the EU score has stagnated, with a slight decrease of 0.6 points (Figure
15) [2] to 65.7.

Scores for the domain of time and its subdomains (2017), and changes over time
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Owing to the absence of up-to-date data on time use, the score for the domain of time has not
been updated since 2017. Since 2010, 10 Member States have seen their score decrease (the
Netherlands, Finland, the United Kingdom, Luxembourg, Belgium, Germany, Poland, Lithuania,
Romania and Bulgaria). The most pronounced regressions have been seen in Belgium (– 5 points),
Germany (– 4.8 points) and Finland (– 2.7 points).

The majority of EU countries have observed improvements in their scores since 2010, ranging from
increases of 9.9 points in Malta, 9.1 points in Greece and 8.8 points in Portugal to increases of
1.2 points in Croatia and 1 point in Estonia. France and Hungary have not seen their scores change
substantially since 2010 (+ 0.7 and + 0.2 points, respectively).

As shown in Figure 16, the EU score for the domain of time (65.7 points) masks a variety of
national circumstances, with scores ranging from 42.7 in Bulgaria to 90.1 in Sweden. Time has the
second broadest dispersion of countries’ scores in the Gender Equality Index (after the domain of
power). The social activities subdomain, with a score of 61.6 points in 2018, reveals higher levels
of gender inequality than the care subdomain (70 points).
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Figure 16. Scores for the domain of time, and changes since 2010, in the EU Member States

Footnotes
[1] The domain of time measures gender inequality in the allocation of time to care and domestic work and social activities. The rst
subdomain of care activities measures gender gaps in women’s and men’s involvement in the care and/or education of their children and
grandchildren and older people or people with disabilities. It also measures their involvement in cooking and housework. The second
subdomain explores how many women and men engage in social activities, i.e. participate in sporting, cultural or leisure activities outside
the home, combined with their engagement in voluntary and charitable activities.

[2] Note that Figure 15 presents only current scores and changes since 2010, owing to limited availability of data on the time domain
data over the relevant period, which prevents other trends being presented.
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