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More than one woman was killed every day by an intimate partner or family member in the EU on
average in 2016[1] . To help police prevent repeated acts of intimate partner violence and save
lives, the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) has developed a risk assessment guide for
police.
“With proper training, and allocation of resources where they are most needed, our guide can help
police improve victim safety. In the long run, this can help to improve trust in police and encourage
reporting,” says Virginija Langbakk, EIGE’s director in the lead up to the international day to
eliminate violence against women.
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One of the innovative aspects of the guide is the multi-agency approach to risk assessment, which
is not a common practice around the EU. In most cases, the victims of violence are treated in
isolation, with different authorities working in silos.
EIGE’s guide shows the bene t of the police, justice and health sectors working together to make
sure that victims get the essential services in time. These can range from counselling services to
nancial assistance.
The guide also recommends that an individual risk assessment strategy be developed in close
cooperation with the victim. It should take their speci c situation and needs into account to ensure
that they are protected in a way that best ts their needs and those of their children.
EIGE’s risk assessment guide can also assist Member States with their reporting obligations under
the Istanbul Convention, Victims’ Rights Directive and EU protection order legislation. It offers a way
to transform articles from these legal texts into concrete actions on the ground.
In addition to the guide, EIGE has also published a report that gives an overview of risk assessment
and management practices in each EU Member State. It outlines the approach taken by each
country, identi es gaps and challenges, and proposes a way to improve the existing policies.
To raise awareness about violence against women and kick-off the ‘16 days of activism
against gender-based violence' campaign, important monuments around the world will be lit up
in orange. EIGE will light up Europe House in Vilnius on 25 November and the European
Commission's headquarters in Brussels will light up on 24 November.
For media enquiries, please contact Veronica Collins, +370 5 2157
449, veronica.collins@eige.europa.eu

Read more about EIGE’s new guide for risk assessment and risk management.

Read the overview report on risk assessment and management.

Read the European Commission’s press statement.
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[1] In 2016, 16 EU Member States reported a total of 788 women killed by a partner or family member. In the remaining 12 Member States there is
no comparable or available data disaggregated by sex and the relationship between the victim and the perpetrator on women victims of
intentional homicide. Read more in EIGE’s Gender Equality Index 2019 .
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