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Gender Mainstreaming Platform

What does gender equality have to do with…

sport?
agriculture? energy? transport?



What is gender mainstreaming?
Gender mainstreaming is a globally 
embraced strategy for achieving gen-
der equality. It involves the integration 
of a gender perspective in each phase 
of the policy making cycle. This means 
that policy content should address the 
specifi c needs and interests of both 
women and men and contribute to a 
balanced representation of women 
and men in decision-making positions. 

For example, in the policy area of 
transport, the diff erent roles and 
needs of women and men who 
use these public services have to 
be evaluated and addressed. In 
Europe, women are more likely 
than men to use public transport 
and take on caring responsibilities 
for young children. They would 
therefore benefi t more from bus-
es with a lowering platform and 
bus stops placed close to schools 
and nurseries.
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How does it work?
Gender mainstreaming can be de-
scribed as a cycle that starts from the 
defi ning and planning phases and con-
tinues through to implementation and 
monitoring and evaluation. With each 
phase of the policy-making cycle, it is 
important that equality between wom-
en and men is taken into account in all 
decisions and by all actors involved.

Who is it for?
EIGE’s Gender Mainstreaming Platform 
has been designed primarily for the 
benefi t of policy makers, who can use 
the online resources to integrate a gen-
der-sensitive approach into their policy 
fi eld. However, the information and 
advice available on the platform is also 
extremely relevant and useful for many 
other audiences in order to promote 
more awareness of gender equality in 
all areas of society.

Gender gaps and inequalities be-
tween women and men exist across 
all areas of society and impact on 
our daily lives. In classrooms, on 
the sports � eld, and on the buses 
and trains needed to reach these 
places, challenges in achieving gen-
der equality persist throughout Eu-
rope. To help policy makers iden-
tify what these inequalities are, and 
more importantly how they can be 
addressed, EIGE has developed the 
Gender Mainstreaming Platform.

What can you � nd on the platform?

Information on many diff erent policy areas, presenting existing gender 
inequalities in each area and details regarding current objectives and pri-
orities at EU and international level.

Methods and tools that give practical advice on how to incorporate a 
gender perspective in each phase of the policy/programme cycle, from 
gender budgeting to gender auditing.

Country speci� c information on each of the 28 EU Member States, out-
lining their progress in mainstreaming gender.

Good practices showing practical examples that are proven to enhance 
gender equality in a variety of fi elds.

http://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming



The European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) was set up to strengthen and promote equality 
between women and men in the European Union. With sound expertise and knowledge, as well as an 
extensive online library and wide collection of publications and resources, EIGE is the EU knowledge centre 
on gender equality. By providing evidence based research, comparable and reliable gender statistics, tools 
and expertise, EIGE supports policy makers to integrate a gender equality perspective in their work and 
make equality a reality.

Contact us

European Institute for Gender Equality

Gedimino pr. 16, LT-01103 Vilnius, Lithuania

Email: eige.sec@eige.europa.eu

Operations: +370 5 215 7444

Administration: +370 5 215 7400

Email: eige.sec@eige.europa.eu

http://eige.europa.eu

http://twitter.com/eurogender

http://facebook.com/eige.europa.eu

http://youtube.com/eurogender

http://eurogender.eige.europa.eu

Explore the policy areas on the platform

migration

youth

regional policy
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